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Look, Up IN THE SKY!
Willow Grove Airshow Takes Off Today

By PENINA BRAFFMAN
THE EVENING BULLETIN

If you venture anywhere with-
in 30 miles of Willow Grove this
weekend, be sure to keep your
eyes skyward. The GEICO
Skytypers will be delivering aerial
messages in the sky as part of
their performance in the Naval
Air Station (NAS) Willow Grove
Air Show. :

Spectators will walk away with
more than the knowledge that
they can save 15 percent or more
on car insurance, however. The
s?uadron of World War II vintage
planes will demonstrate low level,
precision formation flying. A
computer in the lead aircraft
commands the smoke system
thatforms letters in the sky, creat-
ing an aerial billboard that can be
seen by millions of people.

The event “Thunder at the
Grove” will also feature the U.S.
Air Force Thunderbirds, jump
team performances by the Navy
Leap Frogs and the British Red
Devils, and other solo aerobatic
performances by aerial masters.

Skytygcr ilot-Steve Kapur is
one of the E:W civilians {ff the
team, as most of the pilots
learned to fly in the U.S. Air Force
and Navy. The squadron is com-
?rised of war veterans, who
ought in World War 11, Vietnam
and Korea, as well as commercial
pilots. Despite their diverse back-
grounds, the Skytypers came

together for their love of flying.

While he admitted that flying
is very demanding, he added that,
“It’s so freeing to put other wor-
ries out of your mind and just
enjoy the thrill of flying.”

While skytyping might not
become a mainstream form of
advertising, it certainly is a
unique way to catch the public’s
attention.

“It’s an interesting form of
advertising because it’s interac-
tive,” Kapur explained. “People
on the ground are trying to guess
what we’re spelling, so they really
remember the message,” he
added.

Other demonstrations are sure
tobe memorable as well. When the
Navy Leap Frogs ute out of
their planes to build dramatic
canopy-relative work formations,
they can reach speeds of 120 mph
during free fall. The Thunderbirds’

rformance is also a guaranteed
thrill, as it will showcase America’s
frontline fighters and demonstrate
the skill of every U.S. Air Force
fighter pilot.

The air show begins tonight
with a twilight show at 7:30 p.m.,
followed by fireworks at 9:30
p-m. Tomorrow and Sunday,
gates open to the public at 8:30
a.m. for what is sure to be a spec-
tacular performance.

For more information, please
visit www.willowgroveair-
shows.com.







